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Written contributions to the newsletter and images for our “Shot of the 

Month” page are welcome and should be submitted by the 20th of each 

month for inclusion in the following issue. 

Enquiries, contributions, club news, advertising, sponsorship, ECopy 
Email: glen_is@optusnet.com.au  Mob: 0423 305 242 

 
We thank our sponsors who assist us to deliver this newsletter to you free of 

charge. 
Please give them your support. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                Oprah – meet Rastus.. 
 

Original image by Jenni 
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A Tale of an Old Man and the Sea 
21 August 2010, a bitterly cold morning, the swell was huge – 

smashing the shoreline with contempt. Seated in his usual spot on the 
promenade with his cronies of some reputation, the old man sat patting his 
dog. You could immediately see the bond between them – a man and his dog – 
what else is there? The old man was waiting for his coffee, although he could 
have drank salt water, you could see that the sea had been his life – powerful 
shoulders, huge chest – the sea was his home.  

They called his name for coffee so he tied his faithful dog to his chair, 
rose and walked towards the coffee shop. The noise was immediate, smash 
bang! The old man turned and saw his dog bolting down the runway onto the 
beach, dragging the chair behind him. The chair was flung sideways, the dog 
went straight for the water- he must have been spooked by something thought 
the old man. 

As the dog neared the water, the old man made his move. Running like 
a 100 yard sprinter the old man hit the sand after the dog, moving across the 
sand like the star of Kung Foo – leaving no imprint in the sand, he gained 
slowly on the dog.The dog hit the water and headed East, through the 
smashing shorebreak. The old man was fully clothed, mobile, carkeys and 
wallet all on board, wearing a heavy jacket and boots but there was no slowing 
his pace as he neared the water, his concentration 100% on his dog. 
He dived from at least 6’ from the water, the powerful legs throwing up and 
over the first break – the huge arms and chest heaving, propelling him through 
the cold deadly break! The weight of his gear would have drowned any other 
man, but this wasn’t just “any man”. Fifty metres from shore the old man 
reached the dog, still heading East and placing the lead in his mouth the old 
man turned and headed for the shore. 

Back on shore hugging his dog, all was forgotten – he had his dog! 
As he walked back for his coffee, he started to add up the cost of the 

morning’s event – 1 mobile phone - $500, 1 car key auto $350, and 1 wallet 
100% ruined.... 

No greater love hath a man for his dog 

POSTSCRIPT:  They continue to live together and visit the beach.                   L.R. 
 
 
                                                      
 
 
 

Mark Paisley - Greenkeeper/Horticulturist 
Domestic and Commercial 
 

Mob: 0402 431 222                                        Ph/Fax: 49 62 1582 
mhpaisley@bigpond.com 
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                                                   Meet Tobie 
Born in 1986, I made it through the ‘quake and, 
aside from a year overseas, have been in 
Newcastle ever since. I keep busy with work for 
three of our town’s finest hospitality venues. 
My family is peculiar at times but always 
lovable. My friends are much the same. I want 
to travel more, procrastinate less and try 
Pilates. I wish I could play classical piano. Mum 
wishes I could sing; or that I would at least stop 
trying. Professional skateboarding was a secret 
childhood career aspiration. If I wasn’t here, I’d 
be an interpreter for the UN.  Laughter is the best 
medicine, the pen is mightier than the sword and, if 
you’ll allow me one more cliché, love is a many-splendored thing. 
Favourite Beach -Scotts Head or Bar Beach; both are picturesque and were the 
scenes of what are now fond and precious memories. 
Favourite Eatery -The best eatery experience I’ve had was at Gordon Ramsay’s 
restaurant at Claridge’s in London; brilliant food, wine and service and the 
perfect company. Closer to home, I like Ben’s Kitchen. 
Favourite Travel Destination – France. Scenic, Historic, Gastronomic, Eclectic 
Favourite Weekend Activity -A waterside walk followed by café breakfast. 
Favourite Thing About My Job -My job is great in that it doesn’t focus on a 
particular task but instead merges many different projects into one interesting 
and challenging role. 
More valuable, though, is that I’ve had the fortune to meet and keep company 
with many intriguing and entertaining people, some of whom have become my 
closest friends.  
Favourite Quotes: 
‘I am a part of all that I have seen.’ - Alfred Lord Tennyson 
‘Dwell in possibility.’ - Emily Dickinson                                                              
 

Further to our story on Merewether  raised chef Brett 
Graham and his Ledbury Restaurant last month, we are 
thrilled to report his most recent success. Recently, The 
Ledbury was named UK’s Restaurant of the Year, toppling 
celebrity chef Heston Blumenthal’s Fat Duck Restaurant. 
The Ledbury also won the best Front of House award! 
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Jane Mountford - Merewether Magic! 
Semi trailers, hip breaks, badly behaving cars, serious leg breaks, two ankle 
reconstructions and other injuries and trifling irritations have not stopped Jane 
Mountford from becoming a world champion twice over!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In September this year Jane defended and retained her world champion title in 
the sprint distance triathlon (750m swim, 20km bike, 5km run) for women 60-
64 in Budapest, Hungary. She won the title in 2009 at the Gold Coast after a 4th 
place in Vancouver, Canada in 2008. 
Her inspiration and greatest supporter has been her late husband, Bob, who 
lost his twelve year battle with cancer just over two years ago. It was he who 
encouraged Jane to take up triathlons in her 40’s. She is also joined and 
supported by her two children, Anna and Paul. 
Jane can often be seen around Merewether and other parts of Newcastle 
training and enjoying the company of like minded people. She has a half 
ironman and an ironman in her sights next. 
 

ADAM DAGWELL BRICKLAYING 
All types of brickwork – retaining walls – blockwork 
Mob: 0422 000 521 
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   MONDAYS                Steak Night – $12.90  
 
   TUESDAYS               Pasta - $9.90 and Pool Comp 
 
    WEDNESDAYS       Schnitzel Night - $9.90 and Trivia    
                                  
   THURSDAYS            Mexican Fiesta Fun - $9.90 and Original Soloists 
                                      Corona Promotion - $4.90  
   SUNDAYS                   4 – 7PM UDL Promotion - $5  
 

FRIDAY to SUNDAY      Newcastle’s Best Live Entertainment 

November -  a month of firsts 
Well known Merewether identity Graham Tamba Adam has 
been keeping a daily record of events for over 30 years. Each 
month he shares a day from his life. 

Being born and bred in Merewether, I was always at the 
beach – in the early days I went with my mum and I recall 

being in the ocean on a surfo plane. In late November 1965 I got my first 
surfboard – a 9’ malibu. 
On 26 November 1967 I did my bronze medallion and joined Merewether 
SLSC.I was a member of the club for 12 months and my specialty in 
carnivals was beach sprinting . I did pretty well at it, but because most of 
my friends were surfers I went back to surfing. 
On 1 November,1997, because of a lack of surfing waves, I bought my first 
racing ski and found it quite a challenge to stay on it – I just HAD to meet 
that challenge! 
12 months to the day later on 1 November 1998 I joined the surf club 
again after a 31 year break. On 7 November 1998, I attended my first surf 
carnival at Wamberal and competed in 8 events – I realised that day that I 
was “hooked”! 
I have been competing in carnivals, State, National and World Titles from 
that day to this. It has been a very satisfying career which gives me an aim 
in life, keeps me very fit and active but moreover, has given me many 
lifelong friendships not only all around Australia, but around the world. 
Wherever I travel I usually run into an old friend that I have competed 
against. 

Tamba has won State and Australian titles and a Silver Medal at the Worlds! 
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VALE - Dennis “Cocky” Perret 
26/01/1947 – 04/08/2010 

 On August 4 this year our community lost a well 
known character, proud father and grandfather, and a 
well respected friend. 
Dennis “Cocky” Perret was a long serving member of 
Dixon Park SLSC where he was a former boat rower 
and member of the club’s March Past Team. 
Although a keen competitor, Dennis will be best 
remembered for his enthusiastic involvement with the 

Nippers and Junior club members. It was in these areas where Dennis gave 
countless hours organising and assisting at events and surf carnivals at both 
club and branch levels. 

Dennis was also involved for many years with Merewether-Carlton 
Rugby Union Club where he played with distinction in all grades. His interest in 
Junior development shown with Dixon Park SLSC continued into his association 
with “The Greens” where he again devoted his time to coaching Junior teams. 

He also proudly wore the Red and White colours of South Newcastle in 
the local Rugby League competition where he was a more than handy player 
over the years in both 1st and Reserve Grade. 

A well known local character, Dennis ‘Cocky” Perret was originally from 

this area and was well-loved. He will be greatly missed by all who knew him. J.D. 
 

Marathon Man 
On November 7, the 2010 New York Marathon will 
be run . Standing on the starting line will be 
Merewether’s Paul Broad – not a bad effort just to 
get there for a bloke born in the 50’s! 
Paul has been training hard for this gruelling event 
and I am sure that when the going gets tough as he 
pounds the pavement of the city that never sleeps 
that the stirring words of encouragement given to 
him by Lemons and Wendty on the ONE AND ONLY beach training run they 
took with him will be ringing in his ears and stir Paul on to the finish line. 
Rest assured they will bask in the shared glory! 
I’m reliably informed that those stirring words were along the lines of “Hurry” 
..or was it “Harden” TFU @!!?? 

Good luck Paul - enjoy the experience!      
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Tide Chart     Image by Stevo  

 

Recently, the inaugural 
Johnny Warren Golf day 
was held to honour the 
Late John Warren whose 
legacy is to support the 
development of junior 
players in Australia. 
Newcastle born Socceroos 

Ray Baartz and Doug Wendt presented Caps to many past and present players 
including Ljubo Milosevic (Jets), Col Curran, David Lowe and Joe Senkalski. 

         Darby St, Cooks Hill Phone: 4929 1229 

 

Cooks Hill 

NSW, Australia 

2300 

Phone: 4929 1229 

 

Merewether Golf Club 
hosts soccer greats 
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Riding the crest of the technology wave 
Merewether Surfboard Club is the envy of similar clubs thanks 
to the very generous support of 
Burton Family Toyota  which 

has provided them with with sponsorship to 
enable the club to purchase a new 
computerised wave scoring system that not 
only has touch screen technology to judge surf 
contests that posts instant results, but can also 
automatically seed riders in events and update 
their yearly rankings. 
It is expected that this Compusurf system will 
be introduced nationally within 6-8 months 
and  you can see this technology in action for 
yourself on Merewether Beach of a Sunday 
morning from time to time – check  
With the club for event dates. 
 

Newcastle property market attractive for investors 
As reported in the September addition of Australian Property Investor 

Magazine (API), Newcastle's property market is currently very attractive to out 
of town investors, many of which are coming from Sydney.  

The magazine went as far as to name Newcastle & Maitland in the top 
100 of areas where the residential property market is set to boom. 

Newcastle is identified as a hot spot by API due to the benefits of major 
new projects in the city, particularly those relating to the expansion of the port 
& the upgrade of rail links from the Hunter Valley & the Gunnedah Basin to the 
port. Whilst much of the country's property market is in decline, Newcastle 
continues to out perform most areas.  On the 27th of July NBN reported that 
the median house price across the region rose by 12.7% in the 12 months to 
March alone! 

Our residential property market has a very solid growth record, and with 
upcoming major impetus from investment & development it's well placed to 
keep outperforming much of the country. 

 
 Mick Phillips  
 SALES CONSULTANT 
 Mobile: 0437 686 249 

 Phone:  (02) 4926 1400 



9 

 
RAIL FUEL SOLUTIONS –GIVING YOUR BUSINESS MORE TRACTION 

 

The Hunter Theatre  
It began life as The Star Theatre, 
officially, in January 1913 but long 
before, the site on the corner of 
Kenrick and Corlette streets The 
Junction was an open-air boxing 
stadium. 
The Star was really just a one-level, big 
tin shed with no ceiling but capable of 

seating 1000 people. For the winter months and wet weather, there was a 
sliding roof. 
Vaudeville and silent film reigned supreme in the early days, and during 
patriotic drives for raw material in World War I Star patrons could exchange 
rubber tyres for Saturday matinee tickets.  
In 1934 the theatre received some extensive and very distinctive art deco 
remodelling. A tall, new facade of dark red bricks was erected plus a new 
ceiling and walls with star-shaped grilles installed. It had marvellous acoustics. 
Noisy coal trains even ran along the eastern wall of the picture theatre until 
the Burwood line was closed in late 1954. 
In 1965, the theatre was renovated again with a huge fly tower added to allow 
the theatre to be used for live performances. That's when The Star was 
renamed the Hunter and used as a test pad for new Sydney productions. 
There were stage shows like “A Taste of Honey” with Helen "Caddie" Morse, 
Godspell and Pyjama Tops which featured a nude woman swimming in a glass 
tank, and once they showed a bare-breasted African ballet! 
Live amateur productions often replaced professional shows at the Hunter. 
Surf movies like Storm Riders and Tubular Swells were screened there, and cult 
comedies featuring the Marx Brothers gave people the chance to again roll 
thousands of Jaffas down the sloping floor.  
When foreign films screened, scruffy university students and men in socks with 
sandals sold radical newspapers outside, making the Hunter Theatre a little 
Bohemia in the heart of The Junction. 
Sadly, the theatre did close and was demolished to make way for the 26-unit 
Junction Motor Lodge, which had an extremely short life. When the 1989 
earthquake struck, the motel's back was broken and it was demolished. An 
Ampol service station next door was then bought and the sites merged to 
create the present Eastpoint complex.   
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The girls at Swell 
are truly multi 
talented.  
These 2 images 
were taken 10 
minutes apart by 
Samantha of the 
same sunrise. 
When you see 
Sam, you might 
congratulate her.  
 
 

John Earle Gallery, 126 Glebe Rd,The Junction. 

 
About 120 people attended the gallery to view a beautiful collection of 

works in an exhibition  titled 'Oceanscapes', which included inspired paintings 
and ceramics of Newcastle, California, Bali and Australian ocean scenes. 

John opened his work room and demonstrated his skills while chatting 
to the enthusiastic patrons. 
25% of sales were donated to Beyondblue: the national depression initiative.                                 
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Madam Susie Sparkles 
November 

Astrology Guide 

 

 
 

Scorpio October 24 – November 22 
Happy Birthday scorpios. They say you're only as old as you feel, but you're also only 
as young as you look. Keep this in mind this month and remember there is nothing 
worse than mutton dressed up as lamb. 

 

Sagittarius November 23 – December 22 
If you started writing one christmas card every night, by christmas time they would all 
be done and it wouldn't be such a huge pain. It's not like you have that many friends. 

 

Capricorn December 23 – January 20 
Just like St Kilda in the grand final, this month luckily you get a second shot at proving 
that you are just as worthy of success as your opponents. Unfortunately for you, just 
like Nick and the boys, you choke under pressure. 

 

Aquarius January 21 – February 19 
Your love of gambling is going to pay off this month with just a little help from Miss 
Suzie Sparkle. The first Tuesday of the month the Melbourne cup is here and all I can 
see in my crystal ball is a horse wearing blue with the number nine. 

 

Pisces February 20th – March 20th  

The summer season is nearly upon us and for you Pisceans who naturally love the 
water this is your favourite time of year. However, before you race out and put the 
bathers back on be a little wary of blinding beachgoers with your pasty white skin. 

 

Aries March 21 to April 19 
It's getting to that time of year when suddenly you realise why you should have started 
saving for christmas earlier in the year. To avoid racking up that festive season debt as 
you do most years, start saving now. 

 

Taurus April 21 – May 20 
Love is in the air. Yes, that's right for you lucky few Taureans this month expect to be 
surrounded by friends, family and secret admirers who are willing to go out of their way 
to show you how much you are loved. 

 

Gemini May 21 – June 21 
What is going to happen to you this month will depend on your age, gender, occupation 
and marital status, therefore I find it too hard to predict anything for you at the present 
time. 

 

Cancer June 22 – July 23 
A journey or event that you have been embarking on is coming to an abrupt end. 
Although you may find it difficult moving forward now, remember that without a goal 
there is no goalkeeper. 

 

Leo July 24 – August 23 
Good things come to those who wait Leo and you have done your fair share of waiting. 
But November brings a reward for all your hard work, may it be a promotion, pay rise 
or large financial gain. 

 

Virgo August 24 – September 23 
Expect to be unusually clumsy and unco-ordinated this month. Especially around the 
5th of this month you find yourself constantly dropping things and tripping over. For 
your safety best to avoid going out in public places. 

 

Libra September 24 – October 23 
Many famous Librans once said - 'To be a Libran is to be a librarian'. For many of you 
that aren't Librarians, this month will be fairly mundane, for those of you that are, a 
new book release will mean a busy few weeks. 
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Merewether Baths Cleaning Schedule 
November 2010 

 

Note: Cleaning may be altered if the weather conditions are unsuitable 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

www.jetset.com.au/thejunction 

1 Nov Monday 6.30 AM 0.5 
5 Nov Friday 10.00 AM 0.2 
8 Nov Monday 12.30 PM 0.2 

12 Nov Friday 3.00 PM 0.5 
15 Nov Monday 6.30 AM 0.7 
19 Nov Friday 9.30 AM 0.4 
22 Nov Monday 11.30 AM 0.3 
25 Nov Friday 1.30 PM 0.2 
29 Nov Monday 5.00 AM 0.5 

THE JUNCTION 
4962 1116 

 


