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Bar Beach and Nobbys
great new burger menu
breakfast, lunch and dinner 7 days a week
best double cooked chips on the coast
all meals prepared in-house with local produce
healthy grilled options available
fresh local seafood dishes
from 7.00 am – breakfast through to dinner
Image by Steve
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Piping in the 2013 Mackarels – image by Penny Creighton

Surf Emergency Response System.
Prior to 2007 there was no structured system in place for emergency services
to request assistance from Surf Life Saving for in-water emergencies.
The Surf Emergency Response System supported by Surf Life Saving NSW
operations centre was the result of a joint NSW police and SLS initiative to create
one main conduit for emergency services to request SLS
assistance.
Since 2007 the Surf Emergency Response System has
responded to 1467 requests for assistance resulting in 694
rescues.
The most recent spike in activity occurred over the
weekend of March 16, 17 where dangerous surf conditions
resulted in 16 individual requests for assistance from NSW
police resulting in 6 rescues.
These incidents reflect the growing demand on the Surf Emergency Response
System and lifesaving services across the state, as well as the growing relationship
between NSW Police and NSW SLS.
Calls to the Surf Emergency Response System have increased by 53% compared
to the same time last year said SLSNSW Lifesaving Manager Dean Storey.
(from Surflife Magazine Issue 21 – Mar 2013)

InZane Football is Newcastle’s first Football Academy to

cater for junior and youth players.
Run by former Socceroo Clayton Zane, InZane soccer is aimed at children
of different abilities and ages.

holiday soccer clinics - junior Roo (3-5 years) – elite training – school sessions
www.inzanefootball.com
E: info@inzanefootball.com
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The History of the “Rats of Tobruk Medal”
By Major George Graham and Lieut J Barlow (Designer) courtesy of George’s
nephew - Merewether stalwart, Laurie Graham.
Lord Haw-Haw was the nickname of several
announcers on the English-language propaganda radio
programme Germany Calling, broadcast by Nazi
German radio. This nickname, Lord Haw-Haw, generally
refers to William Joyce, who was German radio's most
prominent English-language speaker and to whom it
gradually came to be exclusively applied.
Nothing escaped his vitriolic tongue, so it was in the
Garrison of Tobruk, the members of which could not
escape him, and as they were so much a thorn in his
side that he dubbed them “you rats of Tobruk”.
One day Lt Len Barlow turned to his company
commander and said “this fellow likes his jokes, so do
we, let us have a better one at his expense and strike a
medal to commemorate the occasion”.
The idea of the joke caught on and the 2 officers collaborated to design this
original medal, which has the unusual distinction of being the only medal to be
struck within a battalion.
Designed in the shape of the Bn colour patch, the metals have been polished to as
near the true colours (purple triangle over white triangle over grey base – as
possible.
From a broad band of metal, representing the ribbon, hangs the medal. The
ribbon is inscribed “Presented by Lord Haw Haw to ______ and around the outer
triangle “The Tobruk rats 1941”. In sitting position on
the smallest triangle is a large brass rat.
But perhaps the best part of the joke is that all the
materials used were part of captured enemy tanks,
Stukas, shell cases and furthermore, the medal was
manufactured in a captured enemy mobile workshop.
There were only 20 of these medals manufactured.
These medals which began as a joke at the expense of
a traitor to his country have become more than that.
Not only as a unique souvenir but something that is
tangible to typify the humour and spirit of the AIF.
Major George Graham became Lt/Col Commanding Officer 2/1st Pioneer
Battalion, Kokoda track Campaign
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LEST WE FORGET — Anzac Day 2013 John Ramsland CHSLSC historian)
A perfect day broke over a peaceful sea on
Bar Beach as a large local crowd assembled for
the 7.30am ANZAC Day service held at the Cook’s
Hill Life Saving and Surf Club’s unique obelisk in
Empire Park – a memorial for the fallen of the
Great War. It had been decided in 1918 that ‘no
names other than those [club members] who
had fallen at the front be placed on the
monument’.
The ceremony was all inclusive as Australians
in all military engagements throughout our
history were remembered with unadorned
sincerity by the speakers and onlookers under
the bluest of blue skies. After a welcome by
Andrew Howard, CHSLS Club President, Amy
Charlton (CHSLSC) spoke feelingly of the true meaning of ANZAC symbols; Hamish
Lorang (CHSLSC) provided a crisp, precise and moving narrative of the Battles of
Coral, Balmoral and Long Tan in the Vietnam War; and John Mayo (CHSLSC) vividly
told the story of the last and ninth man whose name was chiselled on to the
obelisk, Private William “Snowy” Carratt 30th Infantry Battalion (AIF). “Snowy” was
unluckily killed in action by a machine gun bullet on 28 August 1918 not long
before the war ended. His name appears last of three on the panel of the
memorial facing the sea after being
Don McHattie views the service from his
home facing Empire Park
placed there before the memorial was
unveiled a second time in early 1919.
About that time the club’s founder David
Thompson wrote about “Snowy” Carratt
and others remembered on the simple
memorial wonderfully in keeping with
the place and the people of Cook’s Hill:
‘To lives such as these death does not
destroy, it merely catches, crystallises
and makes permanent character, leaving
a priceless bequest to Society’.
This was certainly the case with
“Snowy”. He carried out the extremely dangerous task of being a runner or
messenger, linking the frontline chain of communication in the fierce Battle of
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Chuignes. Chuignes was won by the Allies – mainly Australians led by Sir John
Monash in the last stages of the war. On the very day of that victory, the
courageous Carratt was shot by a German machine gun nest as John Mayo
feelingly pointed out while trying to assist a fallen comrade on the highly
dangerous roadside between Villers-Bretonneux and Péronne. Private William
Carratt became one of 6,000 casualties in that bloody battle. Well might we say
under the blue canopy of Empire Park: ‘We will remember them ... Lest We
Forget’.
Wreaths were laid by Tim Owen representing the NSW State Government;
Bailey Antcliff (a great nephew of “Big” Jim Antcliff) and Andrew Howard for
Cook’s Hill Surf Club; David Knight and Captain Christine Clark for the RAN; and
Henry Scruton, President of Surf Lifesaving Australia Hunter Branch. Alana Silcock
led the assembly with a stirring and powerful rendition of Australia’s National
Anthem.
The Cook’s Hill Boys who appear on their own monument or fought and
survived the Great War were involved in the Battle of the Dardanelles and on the
Western Front in the Battles of Fromelles, Messines Ridge, Pozières, Bullecourt,
Menin Road, Passchendaele, Villers-Bretonneux, Morlancourt, Hamel and
Chuignes as well as the Jordan Valley at Heselaba — thirteen major battles in all,
an unlucky number but impressive in number. (Their names will eventually appear
on the proposed Lifesaving Australia memorial at Coogee Bay along with other
members who fought in subsequent wars and military engagements.)

WATCH and CLOCK REPAIRS
WATCH WATER PRESSURE TESTING
WATCH BATTERIES
SHOP 12 JUNCTION VILLAGE, KENRICK STREET THE
JUNCTION
PH: 49694278
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Extract from Merewether
Municipal meeting of 16th
August 1920
B E Drew drawing attention
to the ‘Filth on Merewether
Beach” also stating that on
August 19 the beach from
the “Little Tunnel to the
Bathing Sheds was a mass of
sewerage matter and flies”.
The Town Clerk said he
immediately got in touch
with the Board Engineer and
the matter was being dealt
with. It was decided to send
The 1936 outfall pipe
a letter to the Water and
Sewerage board.
Alderman Hargreaves moved that the works Department be approached with a
view of having the “sewerage nuisance” on the beach abated. The beach was a
“breeding ground for flies” and that every effort should be made to have the
matter remedied. It was thought that a “pumping station” should be erected
between the “big vent and the outlet”.
This course was approved by Mr Cann when Minister for works but nothing had
been done in the matter. It was decided to ask the “members for the district” to
use their influence with the Minister and that the Mayor and Alderman Wells wait
upon the Minister when in Sydney.
Members for the district, were the Politicians of the day.
David Barrow says: with all the hype about water cleanliness etc at Merewether and the
other two beaches on the strip today, spare a thought of what it must have been like up
to the time before the raw sewerage was treated at the Sewerage works.
Believe it or not, before that the Council employed a man to clean up the mess on the
beach and bury it "up the back". He used a stick with a sharp point and a bucket plus a
shovel for burying.

The Newcastle Sewerage Amplification Scheme commenced in 1929 however
progress on the scheme was delayed by the scarcity of funds and a decision to
modify the plans. In 1936, the outfall works were successfully tested. The Board
assumed control and the intercepting sewer was joined at Waratah, bringing the
new sewer line into service.
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All New Menu
MONDAYS
TUESDAYS
WEDNESDAYS
THURSDAYS
SUNDAYS

Steak Night – $12.90
Crumbed Lamb Cutlets and Pool - $15.00
Schnitzel Night - $9.90 and Trivia
Hamburger Night
4PM Live Entertainment followed by DJ at 7PM

FRIDAY to SUNDAY - Newcastle’s Best Live Entertainment
Well known Merewether identity Graham Tamba Adam has been
keeping a daily record of events for over 30 years. Each month he
shares some aspect of his life with us.

The old sewerage pipe at Merewether shown opposite went out 60 yards off the
beach and spewed raw sewerage into the ocean. When you got a big swell from
the south the ocean was brown and quite often you had to try and walk through
lumps of waste to reach the water.
One day in December 1980, the surf was 5-6 ft on a southerly swell and I was
surfing on my board. I had a bad wipeout and swallowed a bit of water. The next
day I had gastric symptoms and stomach cramps and the next day I was admitted
to the Mater where I spent the next 8 days on a drip. I went from 12 stone to 10.5
stone in those 8 days as these images show - they said I was close to having “a
bag”. It took me the best part of
a year to completely get over
that illness properly.
In those days a lot of the surfers
there had throat, ear and wound
infections. Compared to today,
conditions were a disgrace.
Stage 1 of the new Burwood
treatment works and outfall was
before
after
not complete until 1989 with the
works finally completed in 1992.
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OPEN MONDAY TO SATURDAY
WE BUY SELL AND EXCHANGE

152 Maitland Rd Mayfield 2304

Ph: 02 49 67 5011
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The new “Cliff Ireland” Nobbys Surf Boat took
its 1st trip to the National Surf Life Saving Titles
in April 2013.
Having recently turned 71, Cliff Ireland joined
Merewether SLSC and attained his Surf Bronze
medallion in 1958 and started surf rowing as a
16 year old with Merewether. Some 55 years
later he is still going. He competed at the 2011,
2012 and 2013 Aussie Titles on the Gold Coast in
the 240 years age group (average age of 60 years
per rower).
In recent years, crews that Cliff has rowed with
have won NSW, Australian and World titles.
About 24 years ago when they added a “veterans” class to the SLSC Australian
Titles, Cliffy joined Dennis Ives, Bruce Sharp and Gordon Wallis to row for Nobbys
SLSC. As these fellows went their separate ways, Cliffy Joined John Jenkins from
Newcastle, Ken Screen from Dixon Park and Pete Wilson from Nobbys clubs to
become a formidable team who have rowed together for Nobbys and won NSW,
Australian and World titles.
Cliff became a Life Member of Merewether SLSC in 1982 and can be found most
mornings enjoying the club gym, followed by a swim and a cup of tea with his
Merewether mates.
In 2012 Cliff was recognised as the oldest rower at the Australian SLS Titles, and
would have been again in 2013, except you aren’t allowed to win the award twice.
Cliffy was featured in Sept 2011 Making Waves for his Rugby League prowess.
SLSA Titles - April 2013

The Man and his Boat
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Merewether SLS twinning with North Norfolk surf life saving club (GB)
By Richard Taylor, Merewether Volunteer surf life saver and trainer

This came about when I was planning a trip home to the UK and decided to lookup
the nearest Surf Life Saving club to my parents in the UK which was North Norfolk
SLS GB based in Cromer. I dropped an email to Mike Snelling Club Chairman and
was warmly invited to visit the club. He asked, would Merewether be interested in
twinning with Cromer SLSC? ..more of that later.
The club is situated in Cromer on the east coast, about 200 miles north of
London.
The club is young at 4 years old with 80 members. A converted toilet block is the
club house. More details are here http://www.nnslsc.org.uk/index.html
I visited the club on Wednesday afternoon and joined in with a session, part of a
week long Life Guard training course. I met Jo and Adam RNLI trainers and club
members who were running the training. The
afternoon was first aid covering the
circulation system. No different to bronze here.
Then the practical. A 6mm wetsuit, hood, gloves
and bootees were provided by John. This was not
looking good if you need a 6mm suit. We suited up
and carried the equipment to the beach. The surf
was 3ft and choppy, no problem, or so I though.
First up was the 5 person lift and carry. Next rescue
with tubes and boards. I was the patient. I ran in to
the surf and dived under the first wave, OMG
THATS COLD!! Water temp 2 degrees.
The battle with the cold North Sea had started.
After an hour in the freezing water I started to get
Richard on the right
used to brain freeze after every wave. The trainees
showed great grit in running into the freezing
water time after time. I kept up with them; I was an excellent patient, as I couldn't
have saved a fish from drowning that day. The cold water had the better of me!!
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Training over, and no showers (that’s one of next year’s upgrades), we stripped
down outside in - 2 wind chill, an experience not to be missed or repeated.
Back inside we drank hot sweet tea and had a chat with the group about
Merewether.
After dinner I attended
the Club Committee
meeting. I presented the
Club with some
Merewether regalia, and
was in turn, presented
with some NNSLS regalia
to bring back to Oz. They
have excellent plans for
the club for this year.
Then up to the pub, which
is just behind the club, for a few beers.
I found the club members friendly, very motivated and great fun to be with.

Twinning with Merewether: This is a great opportunity to learn from each other,
exchange ideas and for young travellers going to the UK, a place to feel at home
with life guarding as a job.

Darby St, Cooks Hill Ph: 4929 1229
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Merewether Baths Cleaning Schedule
June 2013
6 June
26 June

Thursday
Thursday

8,30 AM
7.00 AM

0.5
0.4
Image by Clara

