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A free community newsletter for Bar 

Beach, Merewether, Dixon Park, and 

The Junction 

 

 

Bar Beach and Nobbys 

   

 

 
 

 great new burger menu  

 breakfast, lunch and dinner 7 days a week 

 best double cooked chips on the coast 

 all meals prepared in-house with local produce 

 healthy grilled options available 

 fresh local seafood dishes 

 from  7.00 am – breakfast through to dinner 

Enquiries, contributions, sponsorship, ECopy           E: glen_is@optusnet.com.au                                                 
Mob: 0423 305 242                                             http://makingwaves.yolasite.com/ 

DDDeeeccceeemmmbbbeeerrr   222000111222   

Merewether men’s boat crew at Blacksmiths 28 October 2012 

http://makingwaves.yolasite.com/
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Local Choral Group Invited to Perform at the Vatican 

 

 

 

     

The final performance before the Waratah Girls Senior Choir heads to Rome was 
held at St Augustines Church, Merewether on Saturday 10th November. 
The junior and senior choirs presented a highly diverse repertoire with a three-
fold focus: a moving tribute on the eve of Remembrance Day, a polished recital of 
their  European Tour repertoire, and a sprinkle of Christmas Cheer in readiness for 
the “silly season.” 
     Featuring, Charles Davidson's celebrated work, WWII song cycle "I Never Saw 
Another Butterfly" in commemoration of families affected by war - past, present 
and future. This work is based on poetry written by children who passed through 
the walls of the Theresienstadt Ghetto during WWII, a Nazi imprisonment camp 
outside of Prague. The senior girls have been working with renowned 
Novocastrian actor/director, Nola Wallace, to present this work to its full effect. 
     The choir will also be performing these songs in an informal recital at the 
Terezin concentration camp site in the Czech Republic on their upcoming tour. 
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Pura Vida = Pure Life 
Pura Vida Yoga has arrived at Merewether Beach! 

 Alessandra has studied, 
practiced and taught yoga in 
Brazil and Central America for 7 
years. Influenced mainly by 
Ashtanga and Hatha yoga, she is 
also an Ayurvedic massage 
therapist and has been a Steiner 
teacher and educational 
consultant for the last 15 years. 
Originally from Brazil, Alessandra 
now calls Merewether beach her 
home and on any given day you 
will find her on the sand playing 
with her daughter or surfing with 
her husband. While being a 
supermum she still finds time to 
harmonise the body, mind and 
spirit with a sunrise yoga session. 
 Classes have already started and 
are $16 upstairs in the SLSC 
Tuesday to Friday mornings 6 till 
7:15am. 
 New times will be available in 
the coming months.  
For bookings or more  
information:  

please call 0451303783 or email puravidayoga.au@gmail.com 
Image by Katie 

Meet at St Augustine’s 
Hall 

Winsor Street Merewether 

 
2nd Tuesday of the month 

2PM 
 

All Welcome 
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What Surfing/Ocean swimming does for me - part 4... 
Kate is a Merewether Surf Club patrol member and in the off season plays rugby 
union.  She represents Merewether Surf Club in surf life savings competitions and 
is an all-rounder in the ocean, competent with a variety of water craft as well as 

body surfing and swimming. 
I asked Kate for her views as to what being in the ocean does 
for her health and well-being. She looked out at a few board 
riders sitting off the ‘ladies’ and considered for a while. 
Kate: ‘It puts everything into perspective.  You’re out there 
with these huge waves. When you’re dealing with that, all the 
petty stuff and the politics that goes on everywhere else 
becomes insignificant.  Nothing else really matters.’ 

Kerrie Robinson 
But there is a lot more to Kate than meets the eye.... 
     Following on from her success in the Hunter Kayak Challenge Kate decided to 
put her skills and her body on the line for the National Breast Cancer Foundation 
by competing in the overnight Hawkesbury River Challenge which covers the 111 

Kms from Windsor to 
Brooklyn. This is run as 
an overnight paddle 
which is expected to take 
rowers 12-15 hours.  
She purchased a still 
water ski – had it painted 

pink and by the time she reached the starting line it was decorated with all her 
supplies for her to complete the challenge and some promotional material from 
the Breast cancer Foundation to spur her on when the going got tough.     
     After a run in with a rogue  log which laying was across the river about 4 hours 
into the row, Kate lost most of 
her supplies. Undaunted though, 
she continued on and she was 
the fastest woman to complete 
the course in her division and 
she came 3rd in the overall 
women’s results. Kate completed 
the course in 11 hours 07 
minutes, crossing the finish line 
at 4.45 AM! 
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     Not content with that, Kate then decided to hold a celebratory “Pink Night In” 
at Merewether SLSC’s Sunday afternoon Coldies on November 11 as the 
culmination of this fundraising effort. 

Overall at the time of printing, Kate has raised approx $2500 for this cause so 
close to her heart  - What a champion effort! 

You may still donate at :  Hawkesbury River Classic 
          BSB - 732569 

           Account No - 570052 
 

 

Images from Kate’s “Pink Night In” by Jenni 
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InZane Football is Newcastle’s first Football Academy to 

cater for junior and youth players. 
Run by former Socceroo Clayton Zane,  InZane soccer is aimed at children 

of different abilities and ages. 

 holiday soccer clinics  - junior Roo (3-5 years) – elite training – school sessions 
www.inzanefootball.com                                             E: info@inzanefootball.com 

Darby St, Cooks Hill   Ph: 4929 1229 

http://www.inzanefootball.com/
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MEREWETHER BEACH BATHING SHED OPENED 
Monday 22nd November 1909 

     The Dressing Shed erected for “men bathers” on the Merewether Beach was 
officially opened by Mr A. Edden, M P, on Saturday Afternoon in the presence of a 
large gathering, Alderman Hargreaves, the Mayor, Presiding. 
     The erection of the shed has supplied a want which for a considerable time 
past has been experienced by those who prevail themselves of the facilities for 
“Sea Bathing”, afforded by Merewether Beach.   
     The shed is a compact structure, the dressing portion being 24 feet by 10 feet, 
with a shower-bath room, 5 feet by 10 feet at the southern end and a reel house 9 
feet by 10 feet at the northern end.  The total cost of construction was £100, of 
which sum, £75 is represented by a Government Grant and £25 by money 
provided by the “Merewether Amateur Swimming Club”. 
     The approaches to the shed are not yet completed.  Mr E. A. Merewether on 
behalf of the Burwood Estate has donated £25 to the Club for further 
improvements to the shed and the Club are endeavouring to obtain from the 
Government a “pound for pound” subsidy on this amount. 
     Mr Edden, in declaring the shed open, said it was not possible for the Premier 
or responsible “Minister of the Crown” to attend, but did hint that when the 
estimates were being considered, the Minister for Works might be induced to 
grant a sum for Merewether to improve the Beach. 
     He hoped the day was not far distant when they could have “Baths at 
Merewether” and although delay in that matter had been caused in connection 
with the “Sewerage Works”, he thought that any doubts that might have arisen on 
that score should now be brushed aside and the baths constructed.  If Mr Allan 
could only report favourably on the matter, he (Mr Edden) felt sure it would “not 
be long before they would have the baths”.   
     An exhibition was given of Surf Rescue by a squad from Merewether Amateur 
Swimming Club and redhead Surf club. 
     The club then entertained the visitors at afternoon tea with the Mayor 
occupying the chair.  Several Toasts:-“The Loyal toast”, State Parliament”, were 
drunk.  Mr P. R. Dix (President of the Club) proposed the toast to Merewether 
Council saying he hoped the shed was the forerunner of more extensive 
improvements to the beach. 
     Alderman Dann said that if the Beach could be dedicated to the Council a lot 
more improvements could be undertaken.  Alderman Wilson expressed the hope 
that the baths would soon be constructed and Alderman Case hope the next 
function at the beach would be the opening of the baths. 
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Well known Merewether identity Graham Tamba Adam has 
been keeping a daily record of events for over 30 years.  Each 

month he  shares some aspect of his life with us. 

 

 
      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
     After joining Merewether SLSC in 1998, I started showing a few 

of the young kids the skills required for a paddleboard in the early 2000’s. Ross 
Blatchford was the “supercoach” in those years. 
When Ross started to train his squad at  Merewether 3-4 years ago he asked me 
for a hand training the young kids because his squad was so big.  I have assisted 
him for a couple of years now. It was good to see the kids get better and improve 
their skills as time progressed. 
     Over the last few months I 
have been taking a group of 
Merewether nippers on a 
Sunday by myself. They still 
train with Ross through the 
week. I have taken them out  
when it was a bit heavy and it 
is great to see them now taking on some bigger waves as I  encourage them to 
have a go at the bigger waves and that only comes with confidence. On the 
weekend of November 11, “our” kids went to a carnival and came home with a  

All New Menu 
MONDAYS             Steak Night – $12.90  

TUESDAYS              Crumbed Lamb Cutlets and Pool - $15.00 

WEDNESDAYS       Schnitzel Night - $9.90 and Trivia    

THURSDAYS          Hamburger Night 

 SUNDAYS               4PM Live Entertainment followed by DJ at 7PM 

         FRIDAY to SUNDAY  -  Newcastle’s Best Live Entertainment 
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 swag of medals – every one of 
them had at least 1 medal to show 
for their efforts.  They were so 
excited that they had all done so 
well and couldn’t wait to show me 
the medals they had won – they 
were so proud of themselves that 

they could hardly wipe the smiles from their faces, and nor could I.  
It was very satisfying to know how well they have come on over the past few 

months. I think they will be the next generation of champions to be produced at 
Merewether. 

The  exciting news is that we have changed our 
name from C4 Waterman to 'BaySUP" (Bay 
StandUp Paddleboards)! 

     Whilst we will still be promoting the fantastic range of C4 Waterman products, 
this name change reflects our new strategic direction toward the retail market, 
and strong local service provision to our customers.  The name BaySUP reflects 
our new locations and schools operating from Port Stephens (Nelson Bay), 
Newcastle and the Central Coast (Toowoon Bay).  One of our Directors, 
 Merewether local, Marc Adam came up with the new logo for us, which we think 
is awesome.  The first batch of stickers went awol before anyone could get their 
hands on them! 
     Recent successes from our team riders 
includes Glenn Turner’s amazing turnout in the 
Philippines last month, and Simon and Richard 
finishing 1st and 3rd respectively in the Hunter 
Paddle Challenge (30km in 4 hours).  Thanks to 
Dylan and Chris Henry for providing water 
safety to the event. 
     So, if you're looking for a standup paddle lesson from the most experienced 
and qualified instructors in Newcastle (this is the team that brought the sport to 
Newcastle all those years ago), feel free to ring Dylan on 0411 240 542.  Dylan and 
Glenno are available to assist you with the right equipment to suit your needs. 
 Also, if you're looking for a female instructor for the kids or the ladies, ASI NSW 
State Champ Hannah Finlay-Jones is also available for bookings.   
     BaySUP runs lessons from flatwater to racing and surf at a variety of locations 
to suit your skills.  You can hire the gear or bring your own. 

Feel free to give Dylan a call on 0411 240 542. 
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Mick Phillips                                                                                           
SALES CONSULTANT                                                                          
Mobile: 0437 686 249 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Phone:  (02) 4926 1400 

 

   Invitation:                For the first time Joseph Maxwell’s colourful 
adventures and difficult life are traced from his childhood 
on the Hunter coalfields until his death at the age of 71 in 
a soldier’s settlement home in Matraville, Sydney.  
Lieutenant Joseph “Darkie” Maxwell VC, MC and Bar, 
DCM was the second highest decorated Australian soldier 
of WWI. All four gallantry medals were awarded in the 
space of 12 months at Passchendaele, Amiens and the 
Hindenburg Line on the Western Front.  
John Ramsland is the honorary historian of Cooks Hill Surf 
Life Saving Club and has been a generous contributor to 
Making Waves.The release of his new book “Venturing into 
No Man’s Land” will be launched by senior Cooks Hill Club 
Member John Mayo. 
Date: Thursday 6 December 2012 

Time: 5.30pm - 7.00pm 
Venue: United Service Club, 57 Watt Street Newcastle 

RSVP:mark@ramsland.com.au or 4929 7979 

CHAPMAN PROPERTY: MARKET UPDATE 
 There was some concern from industry professionals that after the first home 
buyers grant of $7K for existing dwellings wound up at the end of September, we 
would see a decrease in buyer activity and competition in the marketplace with the 
rapid exit of first home buyers from the scene.  It was thought that this could result 
in a softening of property prices in the lead up to Christmas. September itself 
proved to be a very busy month, with my office securing its highest number of sales 
for our clients in the past 12 month period.  The vast majority of which were made 
to first home purchasers rushing to utilise the grant. 
     What we have seen so far in October & November, is not a decrease in buyer 
activity as some expected, but actually a small increase in activity.  We have found 
that there were many buyers out there who opted not to compete with the frenzy of 
first home buyers out there in September, but actually chose to wait and re-enter 
the market in October & November. The small decrease of interest rates in October 
has also contributed to increased buyer sentiment. We have seen a great increase 
in the number of families flooding back into the market who are hoping to have their 
property purchase secured prior to the Christmas break. We have also noticed an 
increase in serious investors coming through our open homes in recent weeks.  
The price range in which we have noticed the largest increase in buyer activity has 
been in the range of $400k - $600k. 

http://www.colinchapman.com.au/index.cfm?pageCall=staffMember&staffID=46663
mailto:mark@ramsland.com.au
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     Nature bites back. 
     Its not just the human residents of Merewether who are feeling displaced with 
all the changes along our beachfront. With the onset of warmer weather, our 
lifeguards are finding themselves confronted with an unforseen aspect to their 

role of keeping our beaches safe. 
      On October 23, the intrepid Dixon Park 
boys were confronted by a swamp snake 
which had decided to invade the sanctity of 
their patrol room. These 2 daring stalwarts 
managed to subdue and relocate their 
interloper. 
     The very next day another slithering 
visitor took a liking to a milk crate at 

Merewether and when disturbed by  an unsuspecting retired journo – he took a 
little bite! This snake led the latte set on a merry chase till he too finally took 
refuge in the lifeguard patrol room. This time though, the council’s “snake 
whisperer” was called in and the interloper was transported to greener pastures. 
     We are pleased to report that the victim of the bite survived a trip to John 
Hunter Hospital for treatment and lives to tell the tale – perhaps with a little 
creative license! 
..and on the very same day, lifeguard 
Sally had to contend with a blue ringed 
octopus at Mere wether baths. 
“Swimmers spotted a blue ringed octopus 
doing laps in the big pool. Luckily 2 
Merewether regulars “Lemons” and 
“Wendty” kept an eye on it for me while I 
grabbed a net. This proved a useless 
exercise as the holes in the net were too 
big and he slipped straight through!  

Ably assisted by our local heros, we washed the occy up onto the promenade 
where I was able to scoop it up into a plastic container. 

I released it back into the rock pools where it could lurk another day!” 

OPEN MONDAY TO SATURDAY 
WE BUY SELL AND EXCHANGE 

152 Maitland Rd Mayfield 2304      Ph: 02 49 67 5011 

 

 

Blue ringed octopus are about the size 
of a golfball and have 8 tentacles 

A swamp snake as found at Dixon 
Park and Merewether recently 
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WATCH and CLOCK REPAIRS 

WATCH WATER PRESSURE TESTING  

WATCH BATTERIES 

SHOP 12 JUNCTION VILLAGE, KENRICK STREET THE 

JUNCTION 

PH: 49694278 

Merewether Baths Cleaning Schedule 
December 2012 

                                                                                                          
 
 
 

3  December Monday 1.30 PM 0.4 
7  December Friday 5.30  AM 0.6 
10  December Monday 8.00 AM 0.4 
14  December Friday 11.30 AM 0.1 
17  December Monday 2.00 PM 0.2 


