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http://makingwaves.yolasite.com/
Proudly supporting local Surf Life Saving Clubs








great new burger menu
breakfast, lunch and dinner 7 days a week
best double cooked chips on the coast
all meals prepared in-house with local produce
healthy grilled options available
fresh local seafood dishes
from 7.00 am – breakfast through to dinner
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Mick Phillips
SALES CONSULTANT
Mobile: 0437 686 249

(02) 4926 1400
The Australian AgriculturalPhone:
Company
Recently while passing Learmouth Park, I noticed what
seemed to be a memorial to the AAC on the corner of Jenner
Parade and Gordon Avenue and it prompted me to
investigate the reason for the obelisk not least because the
original ownership of my own property – like yours perhaps –
goes back to the Australian Agricultural Company.
I now know that there is another similar obelisk on the
Gordon Avenue and Alexander Street corner of the park as
well and that these 2 structures both bearing the plaque of the AAC were erected
in 1914. The area was originally known as ”Garden Suburb” and was a sought
after residential address – as it remains to this day.
E C Merewether held the position of General Superintendent of the AAC from
1861 till 1874, based himself in Newcastle and married Augusta Maria Mitchell,
the daughter of Dr James Mitchell who purchased the first parcel of land for what
would become the Burwood estate where the AAC managed their mining and
smelting operations.
On 10 December 1831 the Australian Agricultural Company officially opened
Australia's first railway, located at the intersection of Brown & Church Streets and
In 1828, the Australian Agricultural Company was accorded a monopolistic
position after the company received a grant of 2,000 acres of coal land in the
centre of Newcastle.
On 3 May 1833 the
company received
land grants at
Newcastle totalling
1,920 acres (8 km2)
plus a 31 year
monopoly on that
town's coal traffic.
They became the
largest exporter of
coal from Newcastle
for many decades.

3

InZane Football is Newcastle’s first Football Academy to

cater for junior and youth players.
Run by former Socceroo Clayton Zane, InZane soccer is aimed at children
of different abilities and ages.

holiday soccer clinics - junior Roo (3-5 years) – elite training – school sessions
www.inzanefootball.com
E: info@inzanefootball.com
Seeking relatives and associates of Mr M L Doyle, nephew of Sister
Kathleen Lillie Doyle AANS
Christine Bramble is researching the life of Sister Kathleen Lillie Doyle AANS
who nursed casualties from Gallipoli during WW1.
Her nephew Mr M L Doyle donated her diary to the Australian War Memorial
sometime in the 1960s. According to the War Memorial Mr Doyle was living at
The Quarter Deck, Merewether Heights in 1974.
She would like to contact any descendants, friends, neighbours or other
associates of Mr Doyle in relation to her research.
Perhaps he was at some time known to you. Christine can be contacted on
4940 0819 or - bramble.cm@gmail.com

The staff of the 3rd Australian General Hospital -Lemnos
Christmas Day 1915

4
This month, Tamba hands over to Arch Mawkes from Dixon Park in a
tribute to the late Eddie Shields.
Dixon Park SLSC and the Merewether surfing community lost a favourite son with
the passing of Dennis “Eddie” Shields on Saturday 26
November. Eddie was a long term member, Club Captain and
Patrol Captain of Dixon Park Surf Club, always a great
sportsman he played first grade Rugby League for Waratah
Mayfield in an era when some great players pulled on a boot.
Surfing was a great passion of Eddie’s; he was a competent
body surfer and surf board rider.
You would have to say Eddie was a man’s man in every
sense of the word, a gentleman of the highest order with a heart of gold. His
sense of humour and quick wit were legendary and most blokes would have been
on the end of one of his jokes, schemes or pranks somewhere along the line.
Ed loved action and since retirement from Telstra he clocked on at the beach
just about every morning for his choice of a run, swim along the beach, beach
walk, board wave, body surf or whatever else suited the conditions. He also loved
fishing, sailing, and golf and was usually the first bloke to put his hand up for
whatever alternative daily activities were suggested by the crew at Dixon Park.
Tough as nails and uncomplaining, he battled cancer for over a year. It was
painful for his family and friends to watch him endure the effects of bouts of
chemotherapy but he plugged away stoically with minimal complaint. Initially we
thought he had it beaten but in October it became evident that the battle was
lost.Eddie was a vital link in our chain of friendship and will be sadly missed by all.
Vale Dennis “Eddie” Shields.

All New Menu
MONDAYS
TUESDAYS
WEDNESDAYS
THURSDAYS
SUNDAYS

Steak Night – $12.90
Pasta - $9.90 and Pool Comp
Schnitzel Night - $9.90 and Trivia
Lamb Ribs Night
4PM Live Entertainment followed by DJ at 7PM

FRIDAY to SUNDAY - Newcastle’s Best Live Entertainment
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The Sea Fog Phenomenon

Sea fog is a special type of
fog, which requires humid air
moving over a cooler sea
surface.
When a hot and humid air
mass moves over colder
waters and is cooled to its "dew point", relative humidity reaches 100 %
which results in condensation and fog.
The dew point is a measure of atmospheric moisture. It is the
temperature to which air must be cooled in order to reach saturation,
assuming air pressure and moisture content remain constant.
The east-north-east wind then carries the fog ashore.
Images by Jenni

Once the fog moves over the warmer land, it dissipates as the air mass
warms above its dew point temperature.

6

The beach girls lunch comes of age!
Recently I was privileged to join the “beach girls who lunch” at Souths Leagues
Club for their 21st get together – their 21st but my first visit – and what a great day
it was! Val Gibbs does a wonderful job with the organisation and the agenda for
the day is simple - good food, good fun and good company!
I felt honoured to be among such an accomplished group of women – as well
as Val - who involves herself with bowls and netball administration, hosts an
annual Breast Cancer morning tea for the past 3 years ( she raised over $1700 this
year ) and the organiser of this lunch day since its inception, there was Faye Craig
- a Bowls champion of some note throughout the 80’s and 90s.
Margaret
Toohey,
recently
announced as
Volunteer of
the Year for
her ongoing
commitment
to Adamstown Rosebuds Junior soccer was in attendance.
Val Harvey who was honoured with an OAM in 2000 for her services as a
provider of musical entertainment on a voluntary basis to the aged, regaled us
with some tall tales and a musical interlude. The tone was set – Olwyn Jones had
us all laughing as she humorously outlined what lies in store as we get older and
Pauline Clark was comfortable
in her role as the resident
storyteller. There followed
lots of fun and laughter..and I
forgot to make a note of all
the names of those who
contributed – sorry girls, I was
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having too much fun – but thank you for your stories!
When Jean Cowley from Make Today Count took the microphone, her
inspirational words resonated with all who attended - and as she finished her
talk by commenting on how lovely everyone looked and how lucky we all were to
be there, I know that we all quietly were glad that we had “made the day count”.

Congratulations to Val and those who assisted her on the day. She can be
contacted on 4963 6288 if like me, you want to make sure you don’t miss out on
the 22nd “Beach Girls Lunch”.

http://www.lifestylecareers.com.au
PO Box 438 The Junction NSW 2291
Telephone: 1300 886 032
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Old Alarm Bells – Wednesday 11th January, 1933
by David Barrow
Newcastle and Cooks Hill Surf Life Saving Clubs have in their possession “Four
Alarm Bells” which have an interesting history. One bell at Cooks Hill was donated
to the club from the wreck of the S. S. “Marion” in 1888. One bell used on
Newcastle Beach is one of the Two Bells brought out to Australia by Governor
Macquarie in 1817 and was used as a “Signal Bell” to inform the public of
“HANGINGS” that took place at “Gaol Hill, Newcastle”.
The shark Bell on Newcastle Club House was donated to the club by the firm of
the late John Brown, and was used in the S. S. “Commodore” until she was sunk
last year. The engraving on the bell is clearly marked 1878.
Each patrol cleans and polishes this bell each weekend.
Another bell was made for the Australian Agricultural Company in 1829 and
hung on its premises in 1830. It remained in position for over 60 years.
For 40 years or more prior to the event of either tower clock or time gun, it
daily marked the hours of business or labour for the City of Newcastle. It will be
preserved for the city as a “Relic of Old Times”.
The fourth bell was donated by Mr. A. H. Hough, Managing director of the
North Coast Steam Ship company. This bell like the A.
A. Company’s Bell was used to mark the “Daily Hour at
Stockton”. A bell ringer was employed solely to ring
the bell at hourly intervals. Its date of make is 1850.
The bells are of large size and their tone proclaims
their genuine metal and faithful workmanship.
Unlike the S. S. “Marion” and the “Commodore’s”
Bells, which are neatly painted and polished, the bells
donated by the A. A. company and Mr. A. H. Hough are
left to brave the elements of the wind, rain, and salt
air. If the efforts of the Newcastle Surf Club are
Image is thought to be of the
successful, they will be neatly painted in the “Club’s original Cooks Hill shark Bell
Colours” and their history preserved throughout.
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The 38th annual Bar Reef Boardriders Australia Day surf classic

On Sunday the 29th of January 2012 the Bar Reef ‘Rats’ will hold their annual
surfing celebration of Australia Day: the Bar Reef Australia Day Surf Classic. This
iconic event is in its 38th year of unbroken duration. Bar Reefers past and present
are invited to surf in divisions ranging from the Grommets (under 11), the Juniors,
Open, Women’s, Over 50’s and Long board.
The contest happens on the rock shrouded reef and sand banks at Bar Beach. In
past years there has always been a contestable wave that provided competitors
and spectators alike with plenty of action. The celebration on the beach is just as
anticipated. After the surfing is done the ‘Reef Rats’ adjourn to the Bar Beach
Bowlo for the huge presentation of perpetual trophies, sponsor prizes and drinks.
Last year’s open Champion Jake Sylvester is expected to defend his title and
retain the much loved and well travelled Australia Day Shield. The current Bar
Reef Grommet club champion, Leo Hamilton is definitely competing as is the
current Bar Reef Women’s champion, Dr Yvonne Bailey.
The Australia Day Classic is again supported by most Newcastle surfing businesses
with Pacific Dreams surfboards a major sponsor.
Why has the Classic survived? It is all about community. The Bar Reef surfing
community ebbs and flows as older members get on with their lives and their
children and friends take the reins. But a constant has always been the
relationships developed surfing the tricky left-handed at Bar Beach. Life-long
friends will assemble at Bar Beach on January the 29th just to catch up with old
mates and to share with each other memories of the amazing and healthy times
each experienced surfing the reef as a ‘Reef Rat.’
Ted Bassingthwaighte
0409366716
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Shaleigh Lennox – Lifesaver Extraordinaire
by John Ramsland
The Nippers movement of the 1980s has been a vital training powerhouse for
the development of outstanding women surf lifesavers. Those that came to early
prominence at Cook’s Hill Life Saving and Surf Club included sisters Judy and
Kristen Alexander, Darlene Ellis, Katie O’Hara, Glenda O’Brien, Mary Doyle,
Melissa Dagg and Shaleigh Lennox, amongst others. Most came through the
rigours and enjoyments of the Nippers movement at Cook’s Hill to remain in the
club when they turned eighteen. All have provided the life source of the club’s
existence and prominence and its future potential. They have been followed by
outstanding competitors like Emily Chaffey, Erin Killey, Hannah Lemke, Eliza
Smith, Caitlin Wilson, Rachael Joyce and several others.
Shaleigh Lennox is both typical of this modern movement (ever since women
were accepted as full patrol members of the surf lifesaving movement) and
extraordinary in her achievements and accomplishments.
She became the first woman of her club to
earn the honour of life membership
(presented by Life Member Frank d’Arcy)
on Sunday, 4 July 2010.
In 2004-2005, she won the Lifesaver of the
Year title based on her honesty, fairness
and integrity as a leader, her commitment
to the reputation of the club and her
ability to constantly stress the importance
of the saving of life in the dangers of the
surf. Shaleigh has a passionate but
focussed drive to educate the young in the skills and methods of safety in
swimming in the surf and in pools.
In the 1985-86 season, Shaleigh, with her brother, joined Cook’s Hill as an
under-eight-year-old Nipper with the strong support of her parents and
grandparents. She stayed with the club while attending Kahibah Public School and
Whitebridge High School and rarely
missed a session. Shaleigh graduated
as a Bachelor of Nursing from
Newcastle University and skilfully
integrated her professional training
with work in the lifesaving movement
at Cook’s Hill.
While in the Nippers, Shaleigh won
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the Club Person Awards
in successive years for
her dedication. After
gaining her Bronze
Medallion in 1992, she
progressively gained the
Certificate II of Public
Safety (aquatic rescue),
Advanced Resuscitation
Certificate, Spinal
Management Certificate,
Defibrillation Certificate,
Basic Beach Management
Certificate – the list goes on and on. Her quest in education and training is
insatiable. Her dedication in providing leadership, education and training is
prodigious and her dedicated contribution to the club is absolute. As a result,
Shaleigh had won many well-deserved accolades and forms of recognition at the
club, branch, state and national levels – almost too many to list.
With people like Shaleigh, the future of the lifesaving movement in Australia is
assured.

OPEN 7 DAYS
WE BUY SELL AND EXCHANGE
152 Maitland Rd Mayfield 2304 Ph: 02 49 67 5011
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THE JUNCTION
4962 1116
www.jetset.com.au/thejunction

Image by Jenni
Merewether Baths Cleaning Schedule
January 2012
2 January
6 January
9 January
13 January
16 January
20 January
23 January
27 January
30 January

Monday
Friday
Monday
Friday
Monday
Friday
Monday
Friday
Monday

10.44 AM
2.47 PM
3.31 AM
6.30 AM
9.25 AM
2.21 PM
3.35 PM
6.33 AM
8.52 AM

0.7
0.5
0.5
0.4
0.5
0.4
0.4
0.5
0.7

