Making Waves
A free community newsletter for Bar
Beach, Merewether, Dixon Park, and
The Junction
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We thank our sponsors who assist us to deliver this newsletter to you at no cost.

Please give them your support.
Enquiries, contributions, sponsorship, ECopy
Email: glen_is@optusnet.com.au
Mob: 0423 305 242
Proudly supporting local Surf Life Saving Clubs







breakfast, lunch and dinner all year round
best hand-cut double cooked chips on the coast
burgers and healthy grilled options
Fresh caught local seafood
Phone your order 4929 1149
Open daily from 7.00 am

It’s our 1st birthday
and you’re invited
to
celebrate with us
Merewether SLSC
Sunday June 5
4-7 PM
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Making Waves announce their new web site
http://makingwaves.yolasite.com/
Following a number of enquiries we are
pleased to announce that we now have a web
address to assist with distibution.
Take a look
Add to your Favourites or Bookmarks
Add a link on your web site
All comments welcome
The Ball at the Original Beach Hotel – Burwood
28th January 1888
A plain and fancy dress ball were held the same evening in the Merewether Hall,
Beach Hotel. There were about 25 couples present. The hall was nicely decorated
with evergreens of all descriptions. The costumes of the ladies were really
excellent; Mr George Bell performed the duties of MC. Mr Moodie decided to
present the sum of 10 shillings to the “Belle of the Ball”. After he had consulted
with three gentlemen, the prize was awarded top Miss Cantwell, who was the
MC‘s partner, and she was worthy of the prize.
At midnight all the company adjourned to a capital spread provide by Mr.
Moodie. After supper they all adjourned to the hall, where the dancing was kept
up till daylight. Messrs. Turner Brothers performed the duties of the
accompanists.
Submitted by David Barrow

InZane Football is Newcastle’s first Football Academy to

cater for junior and youth players.
Run by former Socceroo Clayton Zane, InZane soccer is aimed at children
of different abilities and ages.

holiday soccer clinics - junior Roo (3-5 years) – elite training – school sessions
www.inzanefootball.com
E: info@inzanefootball.com
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ADAM DAGWELL BRICKLAYING
All types of brickwork – retaining walls – blockwork
Mob: 0422 000 521
Craig Anderson
Crowned 2011 Surfer Poll –
Breakthrough Performer of the Year.
Craig has been featured as the profile subject in
no less than 16 Australian Surf magazines. The
Merewether local is carving up the scene,
making a grand entrance to the world stage in
free surfing.
Free surfing is a virtual surf contest project that
originated online where surfers advance
through heats to a final – decided by public
vote.
While he is much acclaimed for his technical
aerials and poise, Craig has left the confines of
traditional surfing comps behind for the present
but doesn’t discount a return to competitive
surfing one day in the future.
He was praised for his recent appearances in Taylor Steele Surf movies – “Modern
Collective”, “Castles in the Sky”, and “Innersection” where he featured with the
likes of Kelly Slater and Dane Reynolds. Taylor Steele is an award winning
producer who has dominated the surf film industry for over a decade.
Craig says that the secret to free surfing is of course to keep surfing well, and also
to maintain a good relationship with the right magazines, filmmakers and
photographers.
While he may not have short term deadlines of a contest to aim for, this 22 year
old Merewether local is doing all he can to ensure his longevity in his free surfing
career.

Darby St, Cooks Hill
Ph: 4929 1229
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Merewether SLSC
4945 2221
www.junglesports.com.au

A Lost Portrait of a Lifesaver as a Young Man
John Ramsland Hon. Historian Cook’s Hill SLSC
After being moved like several others by reading the article on “Big Jim” Antcliff in
the March Making Waves, Greg Antcliff of Mitchell Street Merewether and a
nephew of the war hero, searched his attic to find this rare portrait of his forbear,
probably taken in a local studio in 1913. Like “Big Jim”, Greg has loved the surf
from his childhood, became a Nipper and was a prominent (now veteran)
surfboard rider on Merewether Beach.
James Antcliff joined Cook’s Hill in the
foundation summer season of 191112 and was soon appointed to the
club’s Selection Committee because
of his prowess in the surf and his
leadership qualities. The following
year, he was on its Governing
Committee.
On 14 January 1913, Jim and his
Cook’s Hill comrades played a
prominent part in the Merewether
Carnival. Jim, a dynamic surf
swimmer, was in the Cook’s Hill R&R
team that won on the day. He was
prominent in the Alarm Race as well
and took part in the ‘Carry Your Chum’ Race. The big powerful man carried a
smaller friend with ease to victory. Such carnival involvement led to a superb level
of fitness. In the 1914-15 season, he was unanimously elected Club Captain and
on the Executive Committee. He took his team to triumph in the famous Rundle
Cup in Cook’s Hill’s first surf carnival.
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Early on a Sunday morning in mid-January 1915, a desperate cry rang out
that a woman was in serious trouble caught in a dangerous swirling surf at Bar
Beach. Several people on the beach tried to rescue her but failed. Luckily “Big Jim”
just happened to be in the vicinity. He crashed through the mighty waves and
quickly brought the drowning woman safely ashore. Had Jim not been on the
scene, things would have ended tragically.
During that summer season, before Jim Antcliff went away to war, he was
involved in several such rescues, all successful. He initiated a long tradition that
has lasted until today — no member of the public has been lost at Bar Beach
when Cook’s Hill lifesavers have been on patrol between the flags.
Mick Phillips
SALES CONSULTANT
Mobile: 0437 686 249
Phone: (02) 4926 1400

The team at Making Waves find it very rewarding writing the articles that come
to you each month.
We would like to offer students attending schools in the local area the
opportunity to see their writing or artwork in print.
Writers of all stories published receive a $20 voucher courtesy of Marketown.
The 2nd Seascape and Beyond Art Exhibition and Fundraiser
This event was held from the 8-10 April 2011 at Merewether Surf Life Saving Club
for beyondblue: the national depression initiative.
We raised $4,100.00, an increase on the 2010 donation!
The quality of the exhibition was excellent, with 44 local and Sydney
artists exhibiting in all mediums. Of particular interest were the haunting
seascapes by Annie Bourke from the Central Coast, and the recycled organic
lamps by Helen Stronach and Mark Aylward.
Professor Trevor Waring Chancellor of the University of Newcastle opened the
exhibition, and captivated the audience with the hard hitting reality of
life as it is living with depression and mental illness.
Thank you to all sponsors and supporters in contributing toward research
into depression and associated mental illnesses.
See you same time next year for the third Seascape & Beyond art exhibition
and fundraiser.
As Paul Kelly said: "from little things big things grow"
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Spotlight on Ron Baensch

In February 2011, Ron was inducted into the Victorian Cycling Hall of Fame as he
was born in Melbourne. He represented Australia at the 1960 Olympics and as an
amateur and won a bronze medal in the men's sprint at the 1962 world
championships.
As a professional, he won two silver and a bronze medal in the men's
sprint between 1964 and 1966. Today he can be found any Tuesday or Thursday
morning circling Townson Oval or chatting on the sideline with his mates. To
recognise his recent induction, his mate Tony McRae retells the story of Ron’s
encounter with Franco in San Sebastian at the World Sprint Titles – 1965.
Ron had qualified for the finals and the day before the finals was a rest
day, but Ron and 2 Dutch cyclists had been for an early morning training session.
As the trio returned to their hotel, they found the road barricaded off and a large
contingent of police bordering thye road, backed by a heavy presence of guardia
Civil (National Guard).
When Ron and his mates asked what was going on, they were told that
Spain’s Head of State, the dictator Generalissimo Franco was attending a service
in the San Sebastian Cathedral and that he and his entourage would be passing by
shortly. San Sebastian is in Basque country, a region actively involved at the time
in seeking independence from Spain using methods that often erupted into
violence. Franco had few friends there and security was on high alert.

OPEN 7 DAYS
WE BUY SELL AND EXCHANGE
152 Maitland Rd Mayfield 2304 Ph: 02 49 67 5011
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Ron and his 2 Dutch mates were far more interested in getting some breakfast
than in seeing Franco so, as the dictator’s cavalcade approached, they decided to
make a dash across the street to their hotel. This proved not to be a good idea.
Police and guardia Civil came from everywhere. Batons were wielded, and when
the 3 cyclists retaliated with their fists, they were overwhelmed, and handcuffed
together before being thrown in gaol where Ron, singled out as the ringleader,
received some more special attention. A photo published in a Swedish paper
some days later showed the 2 Dutch riders
inspecting the severe bruises and contusions on
Ron’s back and shoulders.
Fortunately, the British Embassy got
wind of the incident and with some frantic
negotiations, the matter was resolved. A
battered Ron Baensch was released in time to
ride in the finals of the World Track Titles the
next day. The gutsy Australian had to qualify
through a repercharge, and despite his ordeal,
he finished on the podium with the bronze
medal.
But for Ron, the best was yet to come.
As he stood on the podium, he realised he was
looking straight at Franco, who was ensconced
on a throne-like chair, surrounded by armed guards, directly behind the finish line.
Ron bent forward to receive his medal and as he straightened up, he
looked straight at Franco and gave him a royal, one fingered salute!
Whether Franco saw the gesture, or whether any of his attendants
recognised Ron from the incident the day before is not known. Ron Baensch
thinks probably not – otherwise he might still be rotting in a Spanish gaol!
But he says it felt awfully good – and eased the pain in his back quite a bit.

MONDAYS @ 6.30-7.30pm
MEREWETHER SURF LIFE SAVING CLUB
$10 PER CLASS (active members $8.00 per class)
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MONDAYS

Steak Night – $12.90

TUESDAYS

Pasta - $9.90 and Pool Comp

WEDNESDAYS

Schnitzel Night - $9.90 and Trivia

THURSDAYS

Mexican Fiesta Fun - $9.90 and Original Soloists
Corona Promotion - $4.90
SUNDAYS
4 – 7PM UDL Promotion - $5
FRIDAY to SUNDAY Newcastle’s Best Live Entertainment

Graham Tamba Adam has been keeping a daily record of
events for over 30 years. This month he shares his
memories of growing up in Merewether in the 60’s.
Born in Merewether in 1950, my earliest memories are of going to the
beach with mum and hanging around the baths a lot – it was a great life!
In the early 60’s I remember riding surfo-planes (which you could hire from the
baths )with my brothers for hours on end it seemed.
About that time my brothers and I used to go up to where Rowan Crescent
and Gibbs Bros Oval now are, and catch crawchies in the creek. In those days it
was just bushland and swamp in that area. I also recall going up there with my
father, setting and checking rabbit traps. We caught quite a few rabbits in our
time and they were always tasty.
The best years for me started in 1964-65. Paul Kirwan was the lifeguard at
Merewether and it was Paul who taught me a lot about how to read the ocean
and he also took me out bodysurfing when the waves got a bit big. Laurie March
and John Sumpton were active club members at that time and also helped me with
my bodyboarding.
Paul and I used to spend many happy hours at Surf House on the sundeck playing
cards and the view from there was just great.That is where I learned “some” of my
bad habits like playing cards and betting on the greyhounds, as Paul bred his own
dogs. He named one “Pied Tamba” after me, but it broke down ...
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By the 1964-65 season there were some great Malibu surfers at
Merewether. I used to borrow a mal from my uncle and also from Robbie Wood
occasionally. I got my own board in November 1965.Standouts on the Mals were
Jimmy Newburn, Robbie Wood, Ross Ramsay,Phil Woodcock and “Cricket”
Johnston – just to name a few.
I still remember the milkbar across the road from the Beach Hotel run by
the Beattons,and the carpark alongside the shop.There was Alex’s Fish and Chip
shop next door to the pub and Sam Egan’s 1st surf shop next to that which started
trading in the early 60’s.
In the mid 60’s there was a new breed of surfers and new standouts –
Peter Cornish and Roger Clements among them and in 1968, MR won his 1 st cadet
Title in the board club. In big seas, I was always impressed by Jimmy McGuinness.
Merewether SLSC was also going through a golden patch, the highlights
being the March Past team which won the Australian Title in 1967 and Scott
Derwin who won the Aus Open Swim Title in the same year.In 1968, he won the
Australian Junior belt Title!the club was very strong in swim teams and R&R –
Stephen, Peter and John Davis, John Adamson, Scott Derwin, Greg Nelmes,
Stephen Gill, and Ian Kerr stand out in my memory.
In the late 1960’s when I was old enough, I started going to the beach
Hotel. They had a big beer garden out the back with a juke box and pool tables. I
spent a lot of time there relaxing with my mates.I left school when I was 15 and it
was a bit hards to get a job in those days. It was almost 12 months before I started
my 1st job as a telegram boy in August 1966. Most of that time I just went surfing.
In those days, I often had the beach to myself –that rarely happens today.
To me, the 60’s really were the best of years.

M
Meerreew
weetthheerr MMeecchhaanniiccaall

CCAALLLL UUSS TTOODDAAYY!!

24 RIDGE ST, MEREWETHER 2291
REGO CHECKS (PINK SLIPS)
LOG BOOK SERVICING – MAJOR AND MINOR
ALL MAKES AND MODELS
BRAKES/ SUSPENSION/ CLUTCH
PRE PURCHASE INSPECTIONS
GENUINE CUSTOMER SERVICE
AUTOMOTIVE ADVICE

SPECIALISING IN HONDA, HYUNDAI AND 4 WD’S

PH: 4963 1312
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Ditching Burnout for Lifestyle…the Revolution that’s Happening
Burnout. It’s something we hear about all-too-often in the media when it
comes to Australians and what’s happening in the career world.
There are the over worked and the under paid who put in the effort, only
to find that the bills are just taking a toll on their personal and financial lives.
These are people desperately seeking a change when it comes to their work/life
situation.
And then there are those who desperately want to get into the workplace
again after sometime – the stay at home parents and those who were made
redundant. These people often have in their minds a career that will allow them
to enjoy a happy worklife, whilst balancing family and other commitments.
People, in this age of burnout and over-work are looking for flexibility. But take a
look at the majority of job opportunities these days and it would seem that
most employers don’t seem to get that!
They want you working for them from 9am until 5pm – if you’re lucky!
More often than not, it’s all about you giving it all up – your family, your life
outside of work – for the sake of the almighty (even almightier for the employer)
dollar!
As a mum looking to return to the workforce some years ago, I found it
almost impossible to find a job opportunity that allowed me to do what I loved
and be a mum to my daughter too.
Enter the concept of the “lifestyle career”
I set up www.lifestylecareers.com.au a in July 2009 and since then I have helped
hundreds of people get the sort of job they were after.
A flexible job!
Working from home and working flexible hours is now a real option – and
employers are providing opportunities in increasing numbers.
Check out the Lifestyle Careers site to see what possibilities really exist for you
today – and be sure to bookmark the page or set up job mail alerts, so you can
keep updated on new opportunities.
- Leah Gibbs
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Madam Susie Sparkles
June
Astrology Guide
Gemini May 21 – June 21

When you are exposed as a thief by a work colleague this week you will have no choice
but to seek revenge with a jar of itching powder and a packet of laxatives. All this for a
couple of shifts a week at Mc Donald’s?

Cancer June 22 – July 23

I hate writing these horoscopes Cancerians. Sometimes I have to poke myself in the
eye just to keep myself from slipping into a coma.

Leo July 24 – August 23

There’s more to life than just work, work and more work. Unfortunately lately you can’t
quite work out how to work the work in and the rest in and the work out. So, work on it
and work on a plan to work less. Work that out.

Virgo August 24 – September 23

The only thing worse that Justin Beiber doing a tour, is Robert Pattison coming over for
a visit at the same time. Like we need any more screaming pre-pubescent teenage girls
so soon after the royal wedding.

Libra September 24 – October 23

The sun in your sign next week will see you ending up being a contestant on ‘Who
Wants to be a Millionaire?’ After insulting Eddie McGuire you are forced into spending a
week at Villawood Detention Centre.

Scorpio October 24 – November 22

As the planets align in your signs lunar eclipse solar moon quarter of the month.
Jupiter’s rings send a meteor into your emotional orb as Venus shadow on the moon
sends a shower of light on your inner self. What?

Sagittarius November 23 – December 22

Do not buy any lottery tickets. Deep down you know that you’re not going to win and
Suzie can tell you right now you are not going to.

Capricorn December 23 – January 20

When it comes to money this month, do not make any hasty or erratic decisions. After
last month’s ridiculous unnecessary splurge you have no straws left to be spending
money and your parents sure won’t be giving you another loan.

Aquarius January 21 – February 19

Your life is like one of those coffee cards where you get stamps and the tenth coffee is
free, but before you can cash it in you get mugged by a junkie.

Pisces February 20th – March 20

Now that you’re off the grog, commit yourself to your work. If you catch up sufficiently
and get enough done, you can probably afford to get back on the grog. Or that will be
your excuse anyway.

Aries March 21 to April 19

A wise man once said ‘Horoscopes is like a poor man’s heroin’. No one really ever
understood what he meant. Perhaps he was high on horoscopes.

Taurus April 21 – May 20

You had no luck ‘finding wallets’ last week, so try a new and more effective money
making venture and see how many old ladies you can scam into buying your old
Tupperware.
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Merewether Baths Cleaning Schedule
June 2011
2 June
Thursday
10.30 AM
0.5
16 June
Thursday
10.30 AM
0.4
30 June
Thursday
9.30 AM
0.5
Note: Cleaning may be altered if the weather conditions are unsuitable

THE JUNCTION
4962 1116
www.jetset.com.au/thejunction
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